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The evolution of best practice



Asia Pacific Cycle Congress |   2017

What we will cover today

• Cycling Network Guidance (CNG) and 

its content

• What is being added to the CNG to 

reflect evolving best-practice

• Several New Zealand urban cycling 

case studies developed for the CNG
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What is the Cycling Network Guidance - CNG?

• New Zealand Transport Agency initiated 
project to aid the delivery of best-
practice facilities of a consistent quality 
nationwide

• A web-based collection of planning 
guidance, design tools, case studies and 
links to other guides

• Launched in June 2016 after about one 
year of preparation

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/walking-cycling-and-public-transport/cycling/cycling-network-guidance/

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/walking-cycling-and-public-transport/cycling/cycling-network-guidance/
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CNG overview

Planning and design:

• Recognises that sometimes 

they need to overlap
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CNG content

Planning content from:

• The Cycle Network and 
Route Planning Guide 
(CNRPG)

• Plus updated to reflect 
aspects such as ‘target 
audience’ 

• Updated to reflect new 
processes such as 
Business Cases 
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CNG content

Design content from:

• Local NZ guides

• MOTSAM, TCD Manual

• Austroads & other 
Australian guides

• CROW, NACTO etc..

• Developed specifically

• E.g. Separated 
cycleways 
(1-way or 2-way tool, 
crossing at side roads)
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Other CNG content to support planning and design

• Supporting infrastructure 

• Reviews and audits 

• Evaluating and monitoring 

• Trials underway & rules programme

• Case studies
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CNG pageviews over 12 months

The launch in June 2016
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What is best-practice?

……”a procedure that has been shown 

by research and experience to 

produce optimal results and that is 

established or proposed as a standard 

suitable for widespread adoption”

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary


Asia Pacific Cycle Congress |   2017

Evolving best-practice in NZ

Best-practice is evolving quickly in New Zealand 

due to: 

• unprecedented levels of funding broadening the 

range of facility types that are affordable

• significant upskilling of design teams

• greater understanding of which designs from 

overseas lead to the best outcomes

• amendments to land transport rules which enable 

a broader range of designs. 
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New content being developed – a sample

Technical content Trials and case studies

Separated cycleways – at traffic signals 2 minus 1 lane trial

Separated cycleways – at bus stops Minimum passing gap research

Separated cycleways – separator types Motorist-cyclist conflict at driveways 

Contra-flow cycle lanes/shared space Dominion Road parallel greenways

Neighbourhood greenways SH2/58 interchange, Wellington

Cycle path end treatments Carlton Gore Road, Auckland

Hook turn sign, buffered cycle lanes and 

much more….

Morley Street, Rotorua and many 

more……
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Recent case studies – Quay Street, Auckland



Asia Pacific Cycle Congress |   2017

Recent case studies – Quay Street, Auckland

• Two-way facility

• Planter box separator

• Managing safety at high volume 

driveways   

• Potential conflict between cyclists and 

pedestrians at crossings

• Inground detection and vertical counter 

pillar
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Recent case studies – Papanui Parallel, Christchurch 
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Recent case studies – Papanui Parallel, Christchurch 

• Loss of parking 

• Safety at driveways, particularly in the 

two-way section 

• Potential conflict between cyclists and 

bus passengers

• Wheelie bins in the cycleway

• Removal of trees

• Closure of Hawkesbury Ave
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We want to hear from you!

To continue enhancing the CNG we need your help:

• Are you, or have you undertaken a trial of something different or 

innovative, even if informal? 

• Do you have a project that would make a good case study that 

others would benefit from hearing about?

We can help you prepare the content!!

Talk to us or email: cycledesign@nzta.govt.nz

mailto:cyclelife@nzta.govt.nz
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