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Presentation outline

1. What is “The Law”?

2. What is a “Bicycle”?

3. Where can you Ride your Bike?

4. Possible future Rule changes

5. Any questions from YOU!



More info: Cycling in 
Christchurch website

• http://cyclingchristchurch.
co.nz/topic/legal-issues/



• ViaStrada Ltd (2016-)

• University of Canterbury (2004-16)

• Opus International (1996-2004) 

• NZ Cycle Safety Panel 2014

• Active Modes Infrastructure Group

• CAN / Spokes Canterbury

• BE(Hons), ME(Civil), PhD(Trptn)
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What is “The Law”?

• NZ Road Code • Land Transport Act + Rules



Differences between the two

• NZ Road Code • Land Transport Act + Rules

“2.9 Passing where roadway marked 
with no-passing line

(2) The driver must not pass or attempt 
to pass a motor vehicle or an animal-
drawn vehicle moving in the same 
direction within the length of roadway on 
which the no-passing line is marked until 
the driver reaches the further end of the 
no-passing line, unless throughout the 
passing movement the driver keeps the 
vehicle wholly to the left of the no-
passing line.”

– Road User Rule 2004



Differences between the two

• NZ Road Code • Land Transport Act + Rules

“2.6 General requirements about 
passing other vehicles

(1) A driver must not pass or attempt to 
pass another vehicle moving in the same 
direction unless—

(a) the movement can be made with 
safety; and

(b) the movement is made with due 
consideration for other users of the 
road”

– Road User Rule 2004
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Where can you Ride your Bike?

“Roadway”

“Road”



Separated cycleways and turning traffic



Possible new Road Rule changes

“Accessible Streets” legislation package:
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/about-us/consultations/archive/accessible-streets/

• New categories: “powered/unpowered trpt devices”

– Can use cycle lanes/paths along with bikes

• Minimum overtaking gap when passing bikes

• Biking on footpaths (For all? Kids <16?)

– With rules around behaviour (eg max speeds)

• Changes to road rules when cycling

– Passing on the left, Going straight from a left-turn lane

• Separated cycleways as “roadway” (priority over turning traffic)

• Creation of “path crossing” treatments at sideroads



Over to YOU – Questions?

glen@viastrada.nz

@GKoorey


