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Colombo St, Chch, early 1900s



Key Levers of Good Neighbourhood Streets

ÅLower traffic volumes (<<3000 vehs/day)
ïUsing intersection controls that slow/restrict/divert traffic

ÅLower speed limits along route (30-40km/h)
ïMid-block devices to slow down or restrict traffic (humps, islands)

ïNarrower street widths or textured surfaces

ÅStreet amenities and services
ïSeating, Play areas, Lighting

ïRetail/commercial activity

ÅNatural features
ïTrees/shrubs, Water features

Auckland CBD



Effect of Traffic Volumes on Perceptions

Chesterman (2009)

ÅComparison of 

four different 

residential streets

ïAsked questions 

on perceptions of 

traffic and social/ 

community 

cohesion

Quieter streets: V



Effect of Street Layout on Traffic Speeds

Trumper (2013)

ÅCompared speeds on different 

sections of the same streets Ą

ïAlso surveyed perceptions of noise/air 

pollution and traffic safety in calmed vs 

untreated streets

Slow zones            

rated better

Wainui St, Christchurch

Mean Speed

45.0 km/h

Mean Speed

39.2 km/h



Effect of Parking on Traffic Speeds

Praburam (2015)

ÅCompared speeds on streets with 

different levels of on-street parking

More parking Ą lower speeds
25% Parking

75% Parking



Neighbourhood Greenways

ŀƪŀΥ ά.ƛƪŜ .ƻǳƭŜǾŀǊŘǎέ ƻǊ άQuietwaysέ 
ƻǊ ά[ƻŎŀƭ {ǘǊŜŜǘ .ƛƪŜǿŀȅǎέΣ ŜǘŎ

Vancouver, Canada

Adelaide, Aust

Sheldon St, Christchurch

ÅAll part of a ófamily friendlyô 
walking/cycling network



Why ñNeighbourhood Greenwaysò?

ÅThey provide advantages for people cycling and walking

ïesp. crossing busy streets, reducing traffic

ÅThey provide access for locals to a range of neighbourhood 

facilities and amenities

e.g. shops, schools, parks 

ÅLimited street parking impact

ÅThey usually incorporate                   

ñgreenò aspects to the route

e.g. plantings, swales, rain gardens

http://viastrada.nz/greenways 

Roker St, Christchurch

http://viastrada.nz/greenways


Low Traffic Speeds and Volumes

Portland OR, USA
Worcester St, Christchurch

Freiburg, 

Germany



Vancouver, Canada

Traffic Restrictions & Bike Bypasses

Eugene OR, USA
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England St, Christchurch Sheldon St, 

Christchurch



The ñGreenwayò Bit

Armagh St, ChristchurchPoint England, Auckland

Portland OR, US



Activity - Shared Spaces

Cambridge, UK

Christchurch CBD

York, UK



Activity - Sunday Parkways

Portland, OR, US


